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US COVID Data
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Data updated 1/19/2022



7-day average is over 12,000 cases per day 
with 15,569 cases at peak so far

7,468 = prior peak
in January 2021



COVID-19 in Maricopa County
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Data updated 1/19/22

10,968

MCDPH Data Dashboard

https://phdata.maricopa.gov/Dashboard/e10a16d8-921f-4aac-b921-26d95e638a45?e=false&vo=viewonly


ADHS Schools 
Dashboard –
Maricopa County

January 20, 2022
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Hospitals are near capacity
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1 in 6 cases are among children 
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1 in 10 cases are among children under 12
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Children account for 7% of hospitalizations
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In December, there were 79 pediatric hospitalizations due to COVID-19 identified.



Newly identified school outbreaks have 
continued to rise since schools opened
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➢ As of 1/5, there are 304
ongoing school outbreaks

Number of newly identified school outbreaks 
and school outbreaks currently ongoing by day 

August 1–January 5



MCDPH Updated Isolation and Quarantine 
Recommendations for K-12 Schools

• Require isolation for 5 days at home followed by 5 days wearing a 
mask per CDC guidelines

• Continue to recommend that schools follow CDC Guidance for 
COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools

• Quarantine is recommended per CDC guidelines

• MCDPH is offering risk-based guidance on alternatives to CDC at-
home quarantine including test-to-stay guidance

• Exclusion
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Overarching Concepts

• All options above require timely individual case investigation and contact 
tracing to be successful

• Testing guidance

– Testing with COVID-19 PCR or antigen test is recommended 
– As soon as the exposure is identified and 

– Again after 5 full days following the exposure

• More testing decreases risk, however test availability may limit testing 
frequency

• Symptomatic students are not eligible to participate in modified quarantine 
until they have tested negative and have been fever-free for a minimum of 
24 hours without fever-reducing medication

1/20/2022 14



Striking a balance to keep kids in school and 
maintain safety

Reality during the Omicron Surge



If case investigation and contact tracing 
cannot be done in a timely manner

• MCDPH strongly recommends a temporary mask requirement to 
get through the Omicron surge until
– Timely case investigation and contact tracing can be performed 

– Adequate testing resources are available

• If a mask requirement is in place, schools may continue to allow 
exposed unvaccinated students to attend school even if testing is 
not available, as long as students wear a mask in school

• All COVID-19 positive students must isolate at home for 5 days 
after positive test or symptom onset and wear a mask for 5 more 
days upon return to school, regardless of vaccination status



Reminder – Quarantine & Isolation Guidance

IsolationQuarantine

https://maricopasneb.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3wLf31Anb2yNAUZ
https://maricopasneb.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cIs77WBBAP8LJSC


What masks should be required?

• Any mask is better than no mask

• Masks and respirators are effective at reducing transmission of SARSCoV-2, 
the virus that causes COVID-19, when worn consistently and correctly.

• CDC continues to recommend that you wear the most protective mask you 
can that fits well and that you will wear consistently

• Some masks and respirators offer higher levels of protection than others, 
and some may be harder to tolerate or wear consistently than others. 

• It is most important to wear a well-fitted mask or respirator correctly that 
is comfortable for you and that provides good protection.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


What about respirators?

• While all masks and respirators provide some level of protection, 
properly fitted respirators provide the highest level of protection

• Wearing a highly protective mask or respirator may be most important 
for certain higher risk situations, or by some people at increased risk for 
severe disease

• Immunocompromised and certain high risk conditions (see below)

• Exposed to lots of people in crowded settings

• CDC’s mask recommendations provide information that people can use 
to improve how well their masks protect them. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html


Will MCDPH provide more protective masks 
to schools

• MCDPH is purchasing surgical masks to provide to students 
who do not have access to them

• Surgical masks will not fit every face, especially young children

• For children that do not have a good fit with surgical masks, 
CDC and MCDPH recommend that they wear two masks 
(disposable mask underneath AND cloth mask on top)

• Some N-95s will be available for school staff assisting with 
COVID-19-related activities (e.g. healthcare, contact tracing, 
case investigation and those who encounter ill individuals) 

Request from www.PPE.Maricopa.gov

http://www.ppe.maricopa.gov/


Other support for Schools

• MCDPH will continue to provide the following for schools

– Paid staff to assist with case investigation and contact tracing

– Antigen tests for both sick and exposed (based on availability)

– Work with schools to encourage parents to test at home to minimize 
burden on school staff once more testing is available



Booster Doses

• Everyone 12+ should get a booster dose 5 months after their 
second dose of Pfizer/Moderna or 2 months after J&J

• Vaccine effectiveness against omicron infection rises from 40%
to near 80% after being boosted (Pfizer data)

• The vaccine effectiveness after a booster dose rises much 
faster than after the primary series (hours to days vs weeks)

• Vaccine Finder
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https://www.maricopa.gov/5659/COVID-19-Vaccine-Locations


MCDPH Provisional School Staffing
Our purpose is to offset the added workload from COVID-19 related tasks, through the end of the school year.

WHEN can I get provisional staff?
Health Disparity Grant Matrix Prioritizes Assignments

HOW MANY provisional staff can I get?
Equitable staffing amongst all districts, inclusive of the charter 

system and private schools

SIGN UP = https://ppe.maricopa.gov/K12Support

MRC MRC

https://ppe.maricopa.gov/K12Support


Provisional Staffing & District Partnership

Provisional staff are 

NOT MEDICALLY CERTIFIED

Our goal is to provide 
meaningful school support. 

Like our mascots, 
provisional staff are 
flexible and nimble!

• 40 hrs. per week is preferred
• a minimum of 20 hrs. per school per week

• Signed Code of Conduct & 
Confidentiality statements (ARS, HIPPA, FERPA)

• District Action: System access = 
create mcdph proxy address

Provisional staff

CANNOT BE LEFT ALONE 
WITH STUDENTS



MCDPH Provisional School Staffing Team

Questions? Connect with us:

1. SchoolsStaffingTeam@maricopa.gov

2. Talk with a Regional School Coordinator
• Ethan: 602-372-1424
• Kyle: 602-372-1443
• Main: 602-372-2060

3. Doreen Zannis, R.N.
• (O) 602-372-2655
• BAT Phone 602-686-5338

mailto:SchoolsStaffingTeam@maricopa.gov


Childcare, preschools, and Head Start
• If an infant is exposed, can they return on day 7 if they have a negative test result from day 5-7 without wearing 

a mask?
• Not vaccinated, unable to wear a mask, but negative test

– May return after day 7 (so return on day 8) as long as no symptoms

• 8-month-old taken to ED. Parent was told the child has bronchiolitis and it is not contagious. They told her he 
could go to childcare if it was ok with Mom. They did not think he had COVID, they did not test him. Since he has 
symptoms similar to COVID can he return to childcare.
– Many causes of bronchiolitis are contagious. The child should be tested for COVID. In addition, even if negative, the child should 

stay home while sick and only return when afebrile for 24 hours and symptoms, including cough, improving

• Director asking about Maricopa flow charts. States on the flow chart that COVID symptoms can develop in 2-14 
days. Is this correct, or was the flow chart not updated with the new 10-day quarantine? Confusing because you 
only have to quarantine for 10 days but can develop symptoms up to 14 days.
– It is true that symptoms can develop between 2 and 14 days after exposure. However, most individuals develop symptoms in the 

first 2-7 days after exposure. The 10-day quarantine guidance, with test for early release after day 7, is based on the lower risk of 
developing symptoms between days 8-14.



Childcare, preschools, and Head Start
• If a one-year-old is exposed and quarantines for 5 days, can they return to childcare with a mask on?

– In general, children under 2 years of age should not be masked, they should quarantine for 10 days, or if tested negative after day 
5 return after 7 days of quarantine

• How many tests should I take to determine my COVID status after being exposed?
– Test if you become symptomatic
– Test on or after day 5
– Wear a mask around others for 10 full days

• Can preschoolers who are good mask wearers return to school after 5 days of quarantine or isolation if they will 
need to remove mask during meals , naps, and possibly playground.
– We do NOT recommend returning after 5 days. Meals may be easier to social distance, but one cannot wear a mask when 

napping. If a close contact cannot consistently wear a mask after day 5 around others, a 10-day quarantine is recommended. It is
possible to release early from quarantine on day 8 if symptom-free AND if the child has a negative test taken after day 5

• Pink eye, can this possibly be a symptom of COVID?
– COVID can cause conjunctivitis (pink eye), around 1-3% of cases and usually with more severe disease 

(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7264785/ ) If it is the ONLY symptom, consider other diagnoses as well, however 
individuals should still be isolated to prevent transmission.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7264785/


School-Sponsored Vaccine Events
If you are having 
trouble finding a 

vendor to conduct a 
vaccine event at your 

school, MCDPH may be 
able to help integrate
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There is limited availability for some 
of our vendors in late January and 
early February (M-F)

MCDPH will prioritize requests based on:
- Schools who have not had events
- Low zipcode vaccination rates
- Availability of other vaccination events in area
- Population served

What does it take to 
offer a vaccine event at 

your school?

School:
- Open to entire community
- Market to school community
- POC to coord with MCDPH
- Staff or volunteers for event

- Greeters, runners, etc.

- Tables, chairs, cones, etc.

MCDPH Commitment:
- Connect school w/ pharmacy/vaccine provider
- Market event on county platforms
- Provide volunteer vaccinators
- Troubleshoot logistical challenges as needed

Next Steps

1. Contact School Health
SchoolHealth@Maricopa.gov

2. Get connected with a 

vendor

3. Schedule a site visit



School PPE, Cloth mask, Disinfectant & Testing 
Requests

• To request Hand Sanitizer, Cleaning Supplies, PPE, Testing supplies, 
etc…  fill out a request at  https://ppe.maricopa.gov/

Testing Supplies

Adult size

Pediatric

size

Masks for

Musicians

Limited quantities

https://ppe.maricopa.gov/


Check for updates and FAQs!

1/20/2022

•Email us:
•COVID19Vaccine@maricopa.gov
•SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov

•Call our CARES Team: (602) 506-6767
•Online resources:

•MCDPH COVID Home Page Links to County-wide data, testing sites, vaccine sites
•MCDPH K-12 Schools & Childcare Page
•MCDPH Community Spread Dashboard - Community spread rates by ZIP code, city, and school district
•AZDHS COVID Home Page
•AZDHS Data Dashboard
•CDC COVID Data Tracker
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mailto:COVID19Vaccine@maricopa.gov
mailto:SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov​
https://www.maricopa.gov/5460/Coronavirus-Disease-2019
https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities
https://www.maricopa.gov/5594/School-Metrics
https://www.azdhs.gov/covid19/index.php
https://www.azdhs.gov/covid19/data/index.php
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home


Protect yourself and stop the spread!

• Wear a face mask in public indoor 
settings

• Get vaccinated if you are eligible, 
even if you have had COVID-19

• Get a booster if you are 12+ years 
old

• Distance

• Don’t touch your eyes and nose
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COVID-19 Isolation and Quarantine 

• Isolation is for people who test positive for COVID-19 or are exposed and 
symptomatic without test results

• Quarantine is for people who have close contact exposure to COVID-19 and 
have no symptoms

• At home isolation and quarantine reduced to 5 days with an ADDITIONAL 5 
days of quarantine outside home with a mask

• If a person cannot mask they should complete 10 days of isolation or 
quarantine at home

• For quarantine, the option remains to test after 5 days and, if negative, end 
quarantine after 7 days

• Quarantine exceptions apply based on up-to-date vaccination status and 
recent COVID-19 infection in the last 90 days



https://www.mari
copa.gov/Docum
entCenter/View/5
8863/Home-
Isolation-
Guidance?bidId=

https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/58863/Home-Isolation-Guidance?bidId=
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Home Isolation Tool

• Our interactive tool to help determine how long a person 
should isolate if they have COVID-19 or symptoms consistent 
with COVID-19 is updated.

• Spanish translation is coming soon

• LINK HERE

https://maricopasneb.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3wLf31Anb2yNAUZ


https://www.mari
copa.gov/Docum
entCenter/View/5
8864/Quarantine-
Guidance-for-
Household-and-
Close-Contacts

https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/58864/Quarantine-Guidance-for-Household-and-Close-Contacts
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Who is not included?
• Children < 2 years of age, or other individuals who are unable to wear a mask.

– People who cannot wear a mask, including children < 2 years of age and people of any age with 
certain disabilities, should isolate (if infected) and quarantine (if exposed) for 10 days.

• People who have moderate or severe illness
– People who have moderate COVID-19 illness should isolate for 10 days.
– People with severe COVID-19 illness (e.g., requiring hospitalization, intensive care, or ventilation 

support) should isolate for at least 10 days and may need to isolate longer after symptom onset. 
They should consult with their healthcare provider to determine the appropriate duration of 
isolation.

• People who are immunocompromised
– This guidance is not intended for people who are immunocompromised who might have a longer 

infectious period. For guidance on moderately or severely immunocompromised people with 
COVID-19 in non-healthcare settings, please see Ending Isolation and Precautions for People with 
COVID-19: Interim Guidance (cdc.gov).
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/overview/clinical-spectrum/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation.html

